
“My God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God 

and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. “  Philippians 4:19-20. 

“Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself 

for us, Jesus Christ our LORD. Amen. “i 

Dear Christian friends,  

Gratitude and thanksgiving are very simple acts to make in life. While I have good intentions of offering 

my thanks, I find I often omit expressing it when receiving a service or gift. Sometimes events or things 

happen so frequently they become routine and therefore taken for granted. When they are missing 

suddenly we are made aware of their importance in our life. One summer day when I was a teenager, 

the new pump at our house broke down. We immediately were without water. Very quickly I became 

aware of the importance of this substance in my life. When I was thirsty I could not quench the dryness I 

experienced. My interdependence with creation became renewed knowledge for me in that event.  

Our scriptures state over and over that we are created and just such a creation principle declares we are 

dependent upon another for our life and being. The opening narrative in Genesis starts the 

pronouncement of our created status and it continues to the last pages of Revelation. The Prophets are 

sent to God’s people to restate to us God’s presence and design for us in creating us for 

interdependence. We need God and we need the rest of creation to sustain in all things. The prophets’ 

message was a reminder to repent (turn completely around) when our sinful human nature leads us 

away from God’s goodness and righteousness. Whenever God’s people forget that principle of being 

created and willfully ignore it, they experience the fruit of their error.  

The Offertory Prayer from our Lutheran Book of Worship is a reminder to us about all that we are and all 

that we have. It drives us back to God the source for everything good about us. The scripture reminds us 

that God knows all our needs and promises to provide for all our needs. That is the goodness that God is 

for us. Such knowledge leads me to profound thankfulness for both the most marvellous and most 

mundane things I receive in life. All that I am and all that I have is a gift from God! 

Once again this month Canadians will gather in homes and churches to celebrate Thanksgiving. It is a 

time for us nationally to be renewed in our knowledge of our interdependence with creation and our 

Creator and in gratitude to say, “Thank you.” Thanksgiving is a sacred gift and a sacred act to be received 

and shared for the blessing of all creation.  

As we gather with family or friends, may we be truly thankful for all the blessings we receive in life and 

rejoice in the abundant grace of our LORD Jesus Christ. A blessed Thanksgiving to everyone. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  

                                                           
i
 “Offertory Prayer” Holy Communion, Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg-Fortress Publishers. ©1978. P 87. 


